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with bedelothes. It further appeared that the parents had
told the School Board officer (who, owing to the absence of
the child from school had called two days before the inspector
from the Health Office) that the absentee had gone to Ire-
land. The house was of two apartments with eight inmates.
The other case prosecuted had reference to a small-pox death,
the victim being a lodger in a two-roomed house where there
were three other lodgers besides the accused and his wife
and step daughter. The body of the dead man was lying in
a bedroom, the bed consisting of a door balanced upon two
boxes. The defence was that the householder had not been
aware of the nature of the disease, but it was stated that the
sick man himself had asked that no doctor be sent for lest he
should be removed to hospital. We are informed that both
these cases were unvaccinated. In imposing in these cases
the full penalty of 40s. with the alternative of thirty days'
imprisonment, the sheriff strongly animadverted on the
weakness of the law in not enabling a heavier punishment to
be inflicted. A dairyman watering his milk or a publican
watering his whisky might be fined £20, but a careless
citizen deliberately spreading small-pox could be fined only
40s. We have the fullest sympathy with the sheriff in his
indignation.

GLASGOW.
The number of cases of small-pox in Glasgow was reduced on

March 24th to 194. The number of fresh cases is steadily
diminishing, while many patients are being dismissed- from
the hospital cured. In Govan there still remain under treat-
ment 66 patients. Notwithstanding the extent of the present
outbreak the medical authorities of both Glasgow and Govan
still complain of the difficulty of persuading even " contacts"
to allow themselves to be revaccinated.

CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTICE.
FREE BOTrLrES!

J. F. F. writes: A propos of the recent circular sent out by the Chief
Medical Officer of the Post Office, and your remarks thereon, in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 22nd, I should like to say that the
postmaster of the town in which I practise was sent here in x8g8 with
advanced phthisis, and was attended under the contract rate of 8s. 6d.
per annum. Tne attendance was almost continuous for many months,
and he was supplied witlh bottles which (when they had amounted to
several dozen) I was asked to purchase at a sum which would in all
have exceeded the amount received for a year's attendance. This is not
the only occasion on which I have been asked to buy bottles which I
lhave gratuitously supplied, and I have even known contract patients
eager to have frequent supplies of medicine in order that they might
make a good sum by the sale of their bottles.

LITERARY NOTES.
A TALE of thrilling interest to lovers of books might be
written on the fate of volumes which are borrowed and never
returned, stolen by rival collectors, destroyed by carelessness
or wanton mischief, or lost. The story of the narrow escape
from such a fate of a precious old volume was told some time
.ago in the .Philadelphfa Medical Journal. In a large paper mill
in Philadelphia a great pile of wastepaper was being passed
into a machine in order to be reduced to pulp. One of the
proprietors, who happened to be standing by, saw a rather
dilapidated old book on the heap, and picking it up observed
that it was a Latin work on surgery. Thinking it might be of
value, he rescued the old tome and brought it to the editor of
the Philadelphia Medical Journal. It proved to be a copy of
the second edition of the Latin translation of the complete
works of Ambroise Par&6 The title page was unfortunately
trin out, and the old vellum binding had been torn off, but
otherwise the book was in excellent preservation. It was
published at Frankfort in 1594, and its full title (which has
been verified by comparing the book with the copy in the
Library of the College of Physicians) is: " Opera Chirurgica
Ambroisii Paraei * * * A Docto Viro, plerisque locis recognita
et latinitate donata, Jacobi Guillemeau, Francofurti,
MDXC II." The first edition of Par6's collected works was
in Frencl, published in 1575 at Paris. There were at least
twelve editions issued in the original French up to 1664,
besides the editions in Latin, German, Dutch, and English.
The London Hfospital Gazette for March contains a portrait of

Sir William Blizard and a sketch of his career. Blizard was
born at Barn Elms, Surrey, in 1743. He was the son of the

village barber, who, like many of his craft at that day, prac-
tised the art of bleeding. He was apprenticed to a surgeon
at Mortlake, and afterwards worked at the London Hospital.
Later he attended the lectures of Percevall Pott at St.
Bartholomew's. He was for many years a member of the
Council of the College of Surgeone, of which he was elected
President in 1822. It was during his presidency that Thomas
Wakley had his historic battle with the College. Complaints
have sometimes been made as to the acrimony of medical
controversies in recent times. But it would probably be
difficult to find in any medical journal of the present day a
note like the following taken from the Lancet in its early
volcanic days:

Malformation.
The following case of misplaced viscera is particularly curious; we

believe. however, that several examp]es of a similar kind are to be found
among the members of the Court of Examiners at the College in Lincoln's
Inn Fields. We anticipate, for example, that when a post mortem of Sir
William Blizard shall be-instituted, that the liver of the bitter kniglt
will be found in his cranium, for during the whole of Sir William's life
his mouth has been performing the office of a Ductus Communis
Choledochus.
This Hogarthian pleasantry is said to have annoyed Blizard
so much that he would not allow the journal in which it
appeared to be brought into the hospital. Blizard continued to
discharge his duties as a member of the Court of Examiners
when upwards of go years of age. Like Frederick the Great
and other notable men of action, Blizard cultivated the Muse
with indifferent success. He died in I835, just two years after
his retirement from the staff of the London Hospital, on
which he had se'rved for fifty-three years.
In the Providence Medical Journal for March Dr. Donald

Churchill gives an account of the early history of medicine
in Rhode Island. Just before the Pilgrim Fathers landed in
America the way for them had, according to pious persons
who profess to be in -the counsels of the Almighty, been pre-
pared by a devastating epidemic among the natives. This
view is expressed by Cotton Mather with characteristic
sympathy and loving-kindness in the following passage:
The Indians in these parts had newly, even about a year or two before,

been visited with such a prodigious pestilence, as carried away not a
tenth but nine parts of ten (yea, 'tis said-nineteen of twenty) among them,
so that the woods were almost cleared of those pernicious creatures to
make room for a better growth.
The " pestilence" was probably small-pox. The pilgrims had
at first no medical practitioners among them, and sickness
was treated by household remedies which they had brought
with them, and such simples as they could gather. Probably
the first regular physician to arrive in Boston was Dr. John
Clark, a native of Bedfordshire. Born in I6o9 he left England
in 0631, and lived in Boston till 1638, when he was driven
from Massachusetts. He then went to Rhode Island and
settled at Portsmouth, and afterwards at Newport. In 165I
he returned to England, where he remained for twelve years,
practising his profession. He procured the Charter of Rhode
Island, granted by Charles IH in 1663. This charter continued
in force in 1842, when it was superseded by the present State
Constitution. HEe then- returned to Newport, where he
officiated as pastor of the first Baptist Church, at the same
time continuing his medical practice. His portrait, in a close-
fitting skull cap, with long locks and venerable flowing beard,
is familiar to the eyes of the medical men in Boston. His left
hand rests upon a skull. his right hand holds an instrument,
as to which Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes makes the following
remarks:

It is a trephine, a surgical instrument for cutting round pieces out of
broken skulls, so as to get at the fragments that have been driven in and
lift them up. It has a handle like a gimlet, with a alaw, like a hammer to
lift with 1 suppose, which last contrivance I do not see figured in my
books. 3But the point I refer to is this: the old instrument I refer to,
the trepan, had a handle like a wimble-what we call a brace orbit stock.
The trephine is not mentioned at all in Peter Lowe's book, London, 1634
nor in Wiseman's great work on Surgery, London, 1676: nor in the trans-
lation of Dionis published by Jacob Tonson in 17M0. In fact, it was only
brought into more general usl by Cheselden and Sharpe so late as the be-
ginning of the nineteenth century. As John Clarke died in I676 it is re-
inarkable to see the last fashion in the way of skull-sawing contrivances
in his hands-to say nothiing of the handle-and a Hey's saw, so-called in
England, lying on the table by him, and painted there more than a hun-
dred years belore Hey was born. This saw is an old invention, perhaps
as old as Hippocrates, and may be seen figured in the Armamentarium
Chirurgicum of Scultetus, or in the works of Ambroise Pard. Dr. Clarke is
said to have received a diploma before he came for skill in lithotomy. He
loved horses, as a good many doctors do, and left a good property as
they all ought to do.
He died April 20th, 1676, in the 68th year of his age. It is
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only recently that the practice of medicine has been regulated
in Rhode Island, but in the early days of the settlement the
authorities seem to have kept a sharp eye on the exercise of
the art of healing. In i64t Robert Jeifries was authorized by
the Government.of the Island "to exercise the functions of
surgery," and some years later John Cranston seems to have
applied for the like privilege, for among the records of the
General Assembly is found the following:
Whereas the Court have taken notice of the great blessing of God on

the good endevers of Captayne John Cranston of Newport both in
phissicke and chirurgery, to the great comfort of such as have had occa-
tion to improve his skill and practice, etc. The Court doe therefore
unanimously enacte and declare that the said Captain Cranston is
lycenced and commistioned to administer phisicke and practice chirur-
gery tlhroughout this whole Collony and is by this Court styled and
recorded Doctor of Physsick and Chirurgery by the Othority of the
Generall Assembly of this Collony.
This document bears date March ist, 1664, and is believed by
Dr. Churchill to be the very earliest record of a licence to
practise medicine in Rhode Island. Dr. Churchill gives a
number of interesting extracts from local records, in regard
to several other early practitioners, bills for medical attend-
ance, inquests, the treatment of the insane, small-pox, inocu-
lation and vaccination, epidemics of yellow fever, etc.

Dr. R. Watson, of Hamilton, writes with reference to a
passage under the heading of Literary Notes, which ap-
peared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 8th (p. 617),
in which it was said that one would like to know what
Ronsard wrote of Rabelais:-
Rabelais had scoffed at the Pleiade and their literary methods, and

after his death they took their revenge. What Ronsard wrote of him
appears in his Epitaphe d't4n bon Biberon, written seven years after the
dea,li of,the gre4t,dissimulator of divine wisdoni." The following
lines from Besantfs version may serve :

0 stranger, when thou passest here,
With cups, nGt-tears,jsalute his bier;
Erect a tomb with flagons crowned,
Spread lhams and sausages around;
Fitter for him these tributes are
Than lilies fresh and roses rare.

We havq already called attention to the interest taken in
the study of medical history in the 'Unitod States. This
interest is particularly keen in Baltimore. At a recent wreet-
ing of the Book and Journal Club of the Medical and
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, Dr. David Hunt, of
Boston, gave an address on the value of the study of medical
history, urging that it sh-ould be-dealt with from the stand-
point of evolution as an integral part of general progress.
He criticized sharply the too, conventional aspect of the sub-
ject taken in modern days, And mAde a strong plea for its in-
troduction into the medical schools as a part of the curricu-
lum. At the same meeting Dr. E. F. (Jordell showed, on
behalf of the Library Committee, a set of about I20 volumes
from the library of Dr. Upton Scott, the first President of the
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty, which had been presented
to the library of the Faculty by one of his collateral
descendants, Dr. Clotworthy Birnie, of Taneytown, Mary-
latsd. Dr. Scott was a graduate of Glasgow University, and
practised for many years -most -successfully at Annapolis.
At the outbreak of the revolutionary war he took thie Tory
side and went to London. He subsequently returned to
Annapolis, and again became one of the most trusted and
beloved physicians in the State. The library consists of
standard- works of the eighteenth century, many of them of
value, and a number of them were not on the shelves of the
library of the Faculty.
Another proof of the interest in everything relating to

medicine that -is being taken in Baltimore may here be re-
lated. At the Johns Hopkins Club Dr. Osler showed an in-
teresting collection of the work of Boerhaave which he had
secured during the past summer in Holland. A majority of
them had come from the library of one of the descendents of
the only daughter of Boerhaave. Besides a set of original
editions of the orations, the work of most value was the second
edition of the Index Plantarum, with numerous annotations
by Bberhaave him,self, and many slips of corrections, and in
the second part, which was interleaved, copious notes for a
subsequent edition. There was also a very remarkable old-
fashioned quadrant, with which tables of latitude and longi-
tude had been constructed for Boerhaave's country house,
Oud-Poelgeest, in the neighbourhood of Leyden.

NOVA ET VETERA.
A MEDICAL TRACT BY JOIN WESLEY.

IT will come as a surprise to most people that the famou$
divine, John Wesley, fuund time to dabble in medicine.
Under the title of "1 Primitive Physic. or an Easy and

Natural Method of Curing most Diseases" Wesley collected
no fewer than 824 "cures," arranged in alphabetic order,
numbered, indexed, and annotated. This medical " Tract," as
he calls it, was first published in 1747, and ran through
twenty-six editions in sixty years, a fact which bears eloquent
testimony to the success of the little volume. Few books in
medicine, whether produced within or without the pale of the
profession, can boast a circulation so widespread.

Its title is, indeed, too modest; for although it only pro-
mises to cure " most " diseases, very few of the ills that the
flesh of the eighteenth century was heir to are not included
in the list. The value of many of the methods of treatment
is enhanced by Wesley's brief notes-"'tried," "it seldom
fails," "I know nothing like it," etc.-inscribed after his
favoirites. Evidently the worthy divine did not hold himself
aloof from the experimental method.
A glance at. the book runs us straight from these days of

the modern treatment of disease by antitoxins, into the
times when the humoral pathology, tempered with the
clinical obaervation of divers wise women of the shires, held
full sway in medical and lay circles.
The diseases are conveniently arranged in alphabetic order,

beginning with " I. Abortion, to prevent," and winding up
with " 287. Wounded Tendons." Several methods of" curing
the same complaint are given when it is deemed necessary,
yet the whole volume comprises only io8 pages, the subject
being handled in a light-hearted manner that modern writers
are not disposed to imitate.
Some of his cures have safely run the gauntlet of latter-day

criticism and are still with us, but few of us would venture to
advise a person subject to ague to "Go into the Cold-Bath
just before the cold fit," or expect a scirrhus of the mamma
to yield to the application of " Goose-dung and Celandine,"
heated well together, and "spread on a tine rag." Nor in
these days of prosecution for malpraxis would any physician.
treat " Green Sickness" with " an ounce of Quicksilver every
morning."
The,book provides fifteen separate and distinct cures for

"A Consumption" starting with "Cold bathing has cured
many dEep consumptions. Tried." In one the sufferer is
advised to " Every morning cut up a little turf of fresh earth,
and lying down, breathe into the hole for a quarter of an
hour. I have known a deep consumption cured thus." ID
another we are gravely bidden " In the last stage suck a
healthy woman daily. This cured my father."
Five pages are devoted to ophthalmic diseases. "iDull

sight " is made clear by instilling into the eye " two or three-
drops of juice of rotten apples" often. A "Pearl in the Eye 'r
(cataract) is removed by a drop of the juice of " three-leaved
grass" which "commonly cures in a few days." "Hot or
sharp humours " of the eye can be rendered cool and mild in
several ways, including this " lay a thin slice of raw beef on
the nape of the neck. 'Tried." Blindness even is often cured
by " cold bathing," which is good news indeid.
For " The Falling of the Fundament" we are recommended

to "Boil a handful of red Rose-Leaves ina quarter of a pint of
red Wine; dip a cloth in it, and apply it as hot as can be
borne."
Modern writers are silent as to the best means of dealing

with " Fleas and Bugs," but nothing savouring of disease in
the broad sense comes amiss to Wesley.
Live animals were still employed in his day in the treat-

ment of disease. "The Ilia, Passion," which probably was
intestinal obstruction, seeing that "in this violent form of
Cholic the excrements are supposed to be thrown up by the
mouth in vomiting ", may among other methods be treated
by holding " a live puppy constantly on the belly."
In " Raging Madness...set the patient with his head under

a great water-fall as long as his strength will bear; or, pour
water on his head out of a tea-kettle." The word " or" is in
this paragraph pregnant with meaning. The same disorder
may be treated by giving the patient notlling to eat "but,


